
* Walk times given as a rough guide only

Marsden is situated off the A62 at the head of the 
Colne Valley, west of Huddersfield. It is well served 
by bus and rail.  

All walks start and end at Platform 3 of the railway 
station where there is a large free car park  
(HD7 6AX)
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Marsden Walkers are Welcome would like to thank the following 
for their support of this project:

Moderate

Marsden Walkers Are Welcome 

Cat Holes Walk
2.5 mile/4km - 1.5 hour* walk  

All our walks are way marked and along public 
rights of way. 

To report any issues please follow the link on our 
website, www.marsdenwalkersarewelcome.org

Marsden Walkers are Welcome is a voluntary group. 
Find out more, including how you can get involved:
E  	marsdenwaw@gmail.com
W 	www.marsdenwalkersarewelcome.org
     	facebook.com/MarsdenWAW

Explore a variety of terrains along 
the canal, past mills and over hills 
with one short uphill climb
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	 Turn left and follow the track 
as it curves left to a large metal 
gate. As you pass the gate 
another track climbs steeply on 
the right. Ignore this and carry 
on, soon dropping down to an 
open area with views of the 
Colne Valley and Marsden.
When you reach the triangular 
junction keep right along the 
road passing houses on your left.
On the left are old settlements 
including Old House, Dirker 
Bank and Dirker. These were 
once inhabited by clothiers who 
combined a little farming with 
woollen weaving.
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	 At the crossroads continue 
straight onto Springhead Lane 
until you arrive at a short grassy 
track. Take the grassy track to a 
large white house on your right. 
Turn left onto the tarmac track 
under the pine trees. 
At the bottom turn right onto 
Dirker Drive, then left over the 
railway bridge onto Station Road 
and return to the Railway station.

	 Continue along the path 
eventually crossing a stream 
that falls into a deep clough.
The path turns left along the 
edge of the clough, then right 
and reaches a track below a 
cottage.
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	 Join a narrow path on your 
right by the way marker post 
and a gap in the wall with 
woodland on the left and fields 
on the right.
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	 Cross the field through a 
broken-down wall.

	 Proceed to a stile in the far 
wall and onto a track. Turn left 
and walk down the track for 
several metres.

•	 Take your litter home

•	 Close gates behind you

•	 �Keep dogs under close 
control at all times
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Marsden Walkers are Welcome 

Cat Holes Walk
The walk is graded as Moderate: A medium length walk requiring 
a reasonable level of fitness, crossing hilly ground or moorland 
with rising and falling levels. Paths may be rough and uneven, with 
some steeper slopes, or longer sections of ascent and descent. 
Walking boots and warm, waterproof clothing essential.
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From the Railway Station join 
the towpath eastwards away 
from the road bridge (which 
crosses the canal and railway). 
Immediately pass under two 
bridges.

	 Shortly after lock 39E the 
towpath drops down under a road 
bridge (No 56).
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	 Continue on the towpath 
passing by a wooded area.
To your right is a millstream 
taking water from the river to 
maintain the level of the millpond. 
Once every mill had one; this is a 
rare survivor.
After the woods, ahead of you 
there is large millpond on your 
right and Sparth Reservoir on 
your left.
After Lock 33E leave the towpath 
and cross the stone bridge 54 
over the canal.
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This route follows a section 
of the Huddersfield Narrow 
Canal, heading east past 
sites of industrial heritage, 
returning along the upper 
parts of the east and south 
facing valley side.

	 Pass a winding hole below 
canal lock 42. (A round pool for 
turning narrowboats).

Directions

	 At a fork in the track bear right 
up the hill into a wooded area.
Across the clough is the hamlet 
of Slaithwaite Hall which dates 
from the early 16th century.

	  Turn right onto a flagged path 
beside the reservoir.
The reservoir was built in 1807 to 
feed the canal.
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Our Way Markers  
will guide you 
along the route

	 Continue up to the road.  
Turn left for a few yards then 
right onto an unmade track; 
Netherwood Lane.

6

	 The track eventually turns 
sharp left by the disused quarry, 
passing through two stone gate 
posts.
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	 100m before the house turn 
left over a stile. 
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	 Continue until you reach a 
broad track. Turn left with a row 
of cottages on your right.
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	 Proceed under the viaduct.
Ignore the first right turn and 
continue up the hill.
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	 Continue up the hill, ahead is 
Netherwood Farm.
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TURN OVER


